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UPCOMING NEXT WEEK… 

 THIRTIETH SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME 

 MASS @ 7:00AM 

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://stceciliaho.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Cecilia-Parish-Ho-Dome-102034951320180/
https://stceciliaho.org/
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Visit Our Website: 

www.stceciliaho.org 

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://www.facebook.com/StCeciliaTv192
https://stceciliaho.org/
https://stceciliaho.org/mass-time/
https://stceciliaho.org/online-giving/
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AN ALLIANCE IN 
CHRIST  

 

The Pharisees went off and plotted how 
they might entrap him in speech.  They 
sent their disciples to him, with the He-
rodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that 
you are a truthful man and that you 
teach the way of God in accordance with 
the truth. And you are not concerned 
with anyone’s opinion, for you do not 
regard a person’s status.  Tell us, then, 
what is your opinion: Is it lawful to pay 
the census tax to Caesar or not?” Mat-
thew 22:15–17  
 
The Herodians were a political group 
who supported the rule of Herod Anti-
pas and his dynasty. They favored 
collaboration with the Roman Empire 
and upheld the Herodian line as the 
legitimate rulers over Judea. For the 
sake of national stability, they promot-
ed political compromise. 
 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, 
were a religious sect devoted to the 
Law of Moses and the strict ob-
servance of Jewish customs, though 
often corrupted by legalism. They 
viewed Gentile rule as a threat to the 
sanctity of God’s covenant and wield-
ed great influence over the people 
due to their outward piety and per-
ceived religious authority. 
 

Given their stark political and theolog-
ical differences, the alliance formed 
between the Pharisees and the Hero-
dians in their plot against Jesus is 
both startling and revealing. Despite 
their longstanding enmity, they found 
common ground in their mutual ha-
tred of Jesus. The Pharisees sought 
to undermine His credibility among 
the people, while the Herodians 
hoped to present Him as a threat to 
Roman authority. Together, they con-
structed a trap, hoping Jesus would 
either speak against the Law or 
against Caesar—either of which 
would serve their purposes. 
 
Hatred, envy, jealousy, pride, and self
-righteousness can forge what ap-
pears to be unity—even among ri-
vals—but it is a unity rooted in dark-
ness, a counterfeit communion built 
on shared agendas rather than truth. 
It is the kind of alliance in which satan 
himself rejoices. Such false unity al-
ways unravels. Anything built on pride 
and sin cannot stand. Unity can only 
endure where truth, humility, and love 
prevail. 
 
As we look around us, we see many 
such counterfeit alliances formed not 
by shared conviction in what is good 
and true, but by convenience in op-
posing what threatens personal influ-
ence or power. Individuals and 
groups unite to silence voices that 
speak uncomfortable truths. This is 
frequently seen in politics and culture, 
but is also tragically found even within 
the Church. In every case, truth is 
twisted, motives are disguised, and 
God’s pure and holy will becomes the 
object of attack. When such unholy 
alliances take root within the Church, 
they do grave damage to our com-
mon mission to proclaim the Gospel 
in truth. 

True Christian unity is not grounded 
in shared ambitions or human agen-
das, but in the Person of Jesus 
Christ. It is expressed through charity, 
humility, and fidelity to God’s will. It is 
not built on calculation or conven-
ience but on the self-emptying love of 
Christ, who calls us to die to self and 
live for Him. Our only agenda must be 
that God be glorified and His children 
drawn into His glory and sanctifica-
tion. As members of His Body, the 
Church, our unity must reflect the 
communion of the Most Holy Trinity, 
rooted in divine love, not in political 
expediency or pride. 
 
Reflect today on the unity to which 
you are called. Do you form alliances 
based on personal ambition or on 
wholehearted worship of God? Re-
flect especially upon your involvement 
within the Church and consider 
whether, even unintentionally, you act 
more like a politician or lobbyist than 
a true disciple of Christ. Commit your-
self not to an agenda, but to Jesus. 
Worship Him, surrender your life to 
Him, and allow Him to unite you with 
other members of His Body, the 
Church. Such unity is the only unity 
that endures all things and bears last-
ing fruit. 
 
My Jesus and Head of Your Church, 
You call all Christians to form a spir-
itual bond that is forged through union 
with You. Grant me the grace of hu-
mility and charity, so that I may work 
within Your Church not with a person-
al agenda, but with mercy and truth. 
May I seek Your will alone and set 
aside my own ideas and preferences, 
choosing only You and Your eternal 
glory. Jesus, I trust in You. 

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://ref.ly/Matt%2022.15%E2%80%9317;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2022.15%E2%80%9317;rsvce?t=biblia
https://stceciliaho.org/readings/
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    HO DEANERY 
 

 Sacred Heart Cathedral, Ho-
Bankoe 

 St. Cecilia, Ho-Dome 
 St. Ignatius of Loyola Chaplaincy, 

Ho-Volta Barracks 
 Holy Spirit, SSNIT Flats, Ho 
 Christ The King, Mawuli Estate, 

Ho 
 St. Francis of Assisi, Ho-Kpevele 
 Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom, 

Sokode-Lokoe 
 St. Anthony, Sokode-Gbogame 
 St. Andrews, Ziope 
 St. Joseph, Adaklu-Ahunda 
 St. Stephen, Kpetoe 
 St. Gabriel The Archangel, Ho-

Agortome 
 St. Luke Chaplaincy, UHAS-Ho 
 St. Augustine Chaplaincy, HTU-

Ho 
 

      Note: Priests in OLA SHS, Ho, 
associate with this deanery 

 

 

KPEDZE DEANERY 
 

 St. Anthony, Kpedze 
 St. Anthony, Taviefe 
 Immaculate Heart of Mary, Shia 
 St. Theresa of The Child Jesus, 

Frankadua 
 Holy Cross, Have 
 St. Michael, Tsito 
 St. Francis of Assisi, Dzemeni 
 St. Joseph, Liati 
 Queen of Peace, Golokwati 
 

Note: Priests in Rijnbeek School, 
Have, associate with this 
deanery. 

 

    KPANDO DEANERY 
 

 Immaculate Conception, Kpando 
 St. Raphael, Kpando-Dzoanti 
 Our Lady of Lourdes, Kpando-

Agbenoxoe 
 Margaret Marquart Chaplaincy, 

Kpando 
 St. Benedict, Sovie 
 Ss. Peter & Paul, Anfoega 
 St. Theresa of The Child Jesus, 

Aveme Beme 

 St. Peter, Vakpo 
 

Note: Priests in CYO Vocational/
Technical Institute, Sovie 
and Bishop Herman Col-
lege, Kpando, associate 
with this deanery 

 

 

HOHOE DEANERY 
 

 St. Augustine, Hohoe 
 Holy Rosary, Hohoe 
 Holy Trinity, Hohoe 
 St. Aloysius, Gbi-Atabu 
 Sacred Heart, Fodome-Helu 
 St. Augustine, Alavanyo 
 St. Michael, Lolobi 
 St. Mary, Likpe-Abrani 
 St. Joseph, Likpe-Mate 

 

Note: Priests in St. Mary’s Minor 
Seminary/SHS, Lolobi, St. 
Francis College of Educa-
tion, St. Theresa College of 
Education and St. Agatha 
Commercial/SHS, Hohoe, 
associate with this deanery. 

WHERE TO FIND A CATHOLIC CHURCH IF YOU ARE IN  

HO, KPEDZE, KPANDO OR HOHOE

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://stceciliaho.org/deaneries/
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CLEANUP EXERCISE  
 

St. Mary's Choir  would be responsible for the cleaning of the Chapel and the 
Church premises next Saturday in preparation for Sunday Mass. Members are 
also kindly requested to bring items for the offertory. All members are encour-
aged to participate. 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
    

 NAME  CONTACTS 

 St. Cecilia Choir - 024 441 8116 

 St. Mary's Choir - 024 208 5310 

 St. Ambrose Choir - 024 745 6192 

 St. Cecilia Media Team - 020 902 6040 

 St. Anthony’s Guild - 050 289 4376 

 Legion of Mary - 024 232 6010 

 Israel Group - 024 366 9255 

 Voice of Cecilia - 024 998 3485 

 Keta-Akatsi Union - 024 402 2546 

 Perpetual Help Confraternity - 024 401 1156 

 Catholic Women - 024 622 6887 

 Men Fellowship - 024 277 6578 

 The Youth - 024 284 3595 

 Good Shepherd - 024 401 1156 

 Christian Mother's Association - 024 672 3213 

 Sacred Heart Confraternity - 055 227 5414 

 Knights & Ladies of Marshall -  

 Ushers -  

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://maps.app.goo.gl/15K66ZaLDpgSi32TA
https://wa.me/+233244418116
https://wa.me/+233242085310
https://wa.me/+233247456192
https://wa.me/+233209026040
https://wa.me/+233502894376
https://wa.me/+233242326010
https://wa.me/+233243669255
https://wa.me/+233249983485
https://wa.me/+233244022546
https://wa.me/+233244011156
https://wa.me/+233246226887
https://wa.me/+233242776578
https://wa.me/+233242843595
https://wa.me/+233244011156
https://wa.me/+233246723213
https://wa.me/+233552275414
https://stceciliaho.org/online-giving/
https://stceciliaho.org/contacts/
https://www.facebook.com/StCeciliaTv192
https://stceciliaho.org/prayers/

