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01.11.2026 

UPCOMING NEXT WEEK… 

 THIRTY-SECOND SUN-
DAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

 @ 7:00AM 

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://stceciliaho.org/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Cecilia-Parish-Ho-Dome-102034951320180/
https://stceciliaho.org/
https://stceciliaho.org/bulletin/
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Visit Our Website: 

www.stceciliaho.org 

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://www.facebook.com/StCeciliaTv192
https://stceciliaho.org/
https://stceciliaho.org/mass-time/
https://stceciliaho.org/clergy-2/
https://stceciliaho.org/online-giving/
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THE BRIDEGROOM 
AND THE BRIDE  

 

Jesus told his disciples this para-
ble: “The kingdom of heaven will 
be like ten virgins who took their 
lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were 
foolish and five were wise.” Mat-
thew 25:1–2  
 
The Parable of the Ten Virgins draws 
on culturally familiar language and 
practices from first-century Israel. Un-
derstanding the wedding customs of 
that time sheds light on its deeper 
meaning. 
 
First, the bride and groom did not 
choose each other. The father of the 
groom selected a bride for his son 
and spoke to the bride’s father to ob-
tain his consent. If the bride’s father 
agreed, the two fathers drew up a 
contract, which often included a finan-
cial contribution from the groom’s 
family to the bride’s—both to compen-
sate for the loss of her presence in 
the household and to symbolize the 
value the groom placed on her. 
 
Once an agreement was reached, the 
bride price was paid, and a betrothal 
ceremony took place. During this cer-
emony, the bride and groom were le-
gally bound to each other, though 
they would not yet live together. From 
that point on, the bride belonged to 
the groom, and the union could only 
be dissolved through a formal di-
vorce. After the betrothal, the groom 
returned to his father’s house to pre-
pare a place for his bride—often by 
building a new room onto the family 
home. This period of preparation 
could last up to a year. During that 

time, the bride remained in her fa-
ther’s house, readying herself and 
awaiting the groom’s return. 
 
When the groom had finished his 
preparations and received his father’s 
consent, he and his friends would set 
out to retrieve the bride. This usually 
happened at night, and the exact tim-
ing was unknown to the bride and her 
attendants. As a result, they had to 
remain constantly watchful. When the 
groom drew near, a cry would go 
out—often accompanied by trumpet 
blasts or joyful shouts—announcing 
his arrival. The bride, accompanied 
by her virgin attendants, would rise to 
meet him with lamps lit. Together, 
they would process to the groom’s 
house, where the door would be shut 
and the wedding feast would begin. 
The celebration itself could last sever-
al days. 
 
It is against this backdrop that Jesus 
tells today’s parable. The story takes 
place toward the end of the betrothal 
period, when the groom was ex-
pected to arrive at any moment. This 
period of watchful anticipation sym-
bolizes our present age, when we are 
already bound to Christ through Bap-
tism. The price for our mystical mar-
riage was the death of the Son of 
Man, the Bridegroom Himself. Now 
we must remain vigilant, anticipating 
His arrival. 
 
The bridegroom’s arrival at midnight 
represents the unexpected moment of 
Christ’s return at the end of time, at 
the hour of our death, and even His 
daily coming by grace. The cry in the 
dark symbolizes the call of accounta-
bility and divine judgment, when eve-
ry soul will rise to meet the Lord. At 
that moment, it will become clear who 
among us was wise and who was 
foolish. The wise brought oil, symbol-
izing the necessary interior disposi-
tion of grace, charity, and persever-
ance. The foolish failed to prepare. 
And while all may have fallen asleep, 
only those who lived in readiness will 
enter the wedding feast. Once the 
door is locked, no one else may en-
ter. 
 

See yourself as one of the brides-
maids, dozing in the stillness of night, 
only to be startled awake by the sud-
den trumpet blast and the cry: 
“Behold, the bridegroom! Come out to 
meet him!” Are you ready, today, to 
meet the Lord? Or do you, like the 
foolish virgins, presume you still have 
plenty of time left to prepare? This 
parable calls us not only to be ready 
for death—which may come without 
warning—but also to be attentive to 
the many ways Jesus comes to us 
daily by grace. He knocks at the door 
of our hearts in moments of prayer, in 
opportunities to love, to repent, to for-
give, and to surrender. Each of these 
is a visitation, a miniature midnight 
cry. Every graced invitation is one we 
must be ready for, with our lamps 
burning and our hearts open. To de-
lay, to resist, or to put Jesus off is to 
risk being shut out—not only from the 
eternal wedding feast, but also from 
the joy of His presence here and now. 
 
Reflect today on the oil in your own 
lamp. Is it full and ready to burn 
brightly at a moment’s notice? Have 
you been attentive to the daily 
promptings of grace, or have you 
grown spiritually drowsy, distracted by 
worldly cares? Ask the Lord to awak-
en your soul, to keep you vigilant and 
eager for His coming, whether at the 
end of your life or in the quiet mo-
ments of each day. Remain watchful, 
and be prepared to follow Him in eve-
ry moment of every day. 
 
My Lord and Bridegroom of the 
Church, You call us to vigilance, so 
that when You come to us—whether 
by grace throughout the day or at the 
end of our lives—we may be ready to 
follow You into the wedding feast of 
Divine Union. Free me, I pray, from all 
complacency and spiritual sloth. 
Grant me instead the virtues of atten-
tiveness and diligence, that I may re-
spond to every graced moment with 
love and fidelity. May each response 
draw me into deeper communion with 
You, now and forever. Jesus, I trust in 
You. 

"Happy New Month, November! May this month bring you fresh beginnings, 

new opportunities, and endless joy."  

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://ref.ly/Matt%2025.1%E2%80%932;rsvce?t=biblia
https://ref.ly/Matt%2025.1%E2%80%932;rsvce?t=biblia
https://stceciliaho.org/readings/
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    HO DEANERY 
 

 Sacred Heart Cathedral, Ho-
Bankoe 

 St. Cecilia, Ho-Dome 
 St. Ignatius of Loyola Chaplaincy, 

Ho-Volta Barracks 
 Holy Spirit, SSNIT Flats, Ho 
 Christ The King, Mawuli Estate, 

Ho 
 St. Francis of Assisi, Ho-Kpevele 
 Our Lady, Seat of Wisdom, 

Sokode-Lokoe 
 St. Anthony, Sokode-Gbogame 
 St. Andrews, Ziope 
 St. Joseph, Adaklu-Ahunda 
 St. Stephen, Kpetoe 
 St. Gabriel The Archangel, Ho-

Agortome 
 St. Luke Chaplaincy, UHAS-Ho 
 St. Augustine Chaplaincy, HTU-

Ho 
 

NB: Priests in OLA SHS, Ho, associ-
ate with this deanery 

 

 

KPEDZE DEANERY 
 

 St. Anthony, Kpedze 
 St. Anthony, Taviefe 
 Immaculate Heart of Mary, Shia 
 St. Theresa of The Child Jesus, 

Frankadua 
 Holy Cross, Have 
 St. Michael, Tsito 
 St. Francis of Assisi, Dzemeni 
 St. Joseph, Liati 
 Queen of Peace, Golokwati 
 

NB: Priests in Rijnbeek School, Have, 
associate with this deanery 

 

    KPANDO DEANERY 
 

 Immaculate Conception, Kpando 
 St. Raphael, Kpando-Dzoanti 
 Our Lady of Lourdes, Kpando-

Agbenoxoe 
 Margaret Marquart Chaplaincy, 

Kpando 
 St. Benedict, Sovie 
 Ss. Peter & Paul, Anfoega 
 St. Theresa of The Child Jesus, 

Aveme Beme 
 St. Peter, Vakpo 

NB: Priests in C.Y.O. Vocational/
Technical Institute, Sovie and 
Bishop Herman College, Kpando, 
associate with this deanery 

 
 

HOHOE DEANERY 
 

 St. Augustine, Hohoe 
 Holy Rosary, Hohoe 
 Holy Trinity, Hohoe 
 St. Aloysius, Gbi-Atabu 
 Sacred Heart, Fodome-Helu 
 St. Augustine, Alavanyo 
 St. Michael, Lolobi 
 St. Mary, Likpe-Abrani 
 St. Joseph, Likpe-Mate 

 

NB: Priests in St. Mary’s Minor Semi-
nary/SHS, Lolobi, St. Francis 
College of Education, St. There-
sa College of Education and St. 
Agatha Commercial/SHS, 
Hohoe, associate with this dean-
ery 

WHERE TO FIND A CATHOLIC CHURCH IF YOU ARE IN  

HO, KPEDZE, KPANDO OR HOHOE DEANERY

http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://stceciliaho.org/deaneries/
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MASS IN GALLERY 
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http://www.stceciliaho.org
https://maps.app.goo.gl/15K66ZaLDpgSi32TA
https://stceciliaho.org/online-giving/
https://www.facebook.com/StCeciliaTv192
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=+233241489098&text=Church%20%20Announcements
https://stceciliaho.org/societies/
https://stceciliaho.org/
https://stceciliaho.org/contacts/

